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also tried to get Nogues to continue the war, but were equally
unsuccessful.165
Mandel and Daladier returned on the 25th to Casablanca, where the
deputies were sleeping aboard the Massilia owing to the lack of
accommodation ashore. General Nogues, informed by the British
Consul of the imminent arrival of Lord Gort and Duff Cooper, had the
Massilia moved outside the harbour and thus cut the deputies off from
all communication with shore,166
Gort and Cooper arrived at Rabat early on the 26th and were advised
by the Deputy Governor of French Morocco, Morize, that he had
instructions to prevent them from seeing the ex-ministers, and that
unless they complied with his request he would be forced to take steps
which he would much regret. Cooper and Gort promised that they
would make no further attempts to see Mandel, but before leaving
Rabat they gave the Consul-General a message to convey to them,
saying that they would do everything possible to get him out and if
necessary would have a ship sent from Gibraltar.167 Churchill ordered
the Admiralty to attempt to rescue the men aboard the Massilia,1** but
on the 27th, before anything could be done, Mandel was placed under
arrest and taken off the ship with his luggage and the bust of Clemen-
ceau which he always kept with him. The other passengers were allowed
to go free.169
Mandel was sent to Algiers and then to Meknes in Morocco, where
he was brought before a military tribunal and charged with plotting
against the security of the state. After an investigation lasting several
weeks, Colonel Loireau, the public prosecutor and examining magis-
trate, decided that there was no evidence to warrant prosecution and
dismissed the case. The Vichy government, however, dissolved the
tribunal and ordered Mandel back to France for trial.170
It was said at the time, and generally believed, that Mandel had
attempted to send an announcement from Casablanca over the wires
of the Havas agency saying: "In accord with our British allies, and in
this hour of national distress, I have assumed power. The colonial
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